KLOKENCE NIGHTINGALE
The public wanted to fete the heroine who had
done so much for the soldiers, but she rejected
practically every suggestion that functions should
be held in her honour. She had shown in the
Crimea what could be done by good nursing and
sanitation, and now she entered upon a vigorous
campaign to raise the general standard of nursing
- a campaign which was to last until the end of
her working life. In 1859 she published Notes m
Jiurswgy in which she put forward her views on the
construction and organisation of hospitals, and
within a month fifteen thousand copies were
sold ; cheap editions were issued later, in response
to the public demand, and the book was trans-
lated into several languages.
Florence knew, however, that, so far as the
health of the army was concerned, she must
move the War Office, and she had vowed to effect
a revolution in the care of the troops, both in and
out of hospital. When she received an invitation
to visit the Queen's physician at Ballater in the
autumn of 1856, she accepted with alajcrity, for
she was anxious to enlist the aid of the Queen and
Prmce Albert in her plans for the army. She
suggested to them that the medical service of the
army should be thoroughly investigated, and the
Qpteen agreed with her. But in such matters the
intervention of the Court had often proved
unfortunate, aad Florence was advised to address
herself to Lord Panmure, the Minister at War.
He came to Balmoral while Florence was in
there, but, while he promised that the